ABOUT THE EXPLORERS KITS

VEX Explorers kits are a great way to
explore interesting topics in Science
Technology through building, play, and
imagination. Enjoy endless fun with the
VEX Explorers kits as you create all the
interesting building sets, and then create
scenarios, games, and adventures to
explore the mysteries of space.
ACTIVITY ONE
CREATE YOUR OWN SPACE MISSION

Create the short story by using the
boxes and lines provided. Use your own
paper if you want to expand your story.
Be creative and have fun!

The VEX Explorers kit features
building sets that are designed to
explore the outer limits of space. Use
the building sets to create your own
adventure. What did you see? Where
did you go? How did you use the
models included in your set?

Did You Know? When astronauts return from space, they sometimes land in the
middle of the ocean. For these landings, a landing capsule is used. A landing capsule
is a part of the spacecraft that enters the earth's atmosphere and floats until a
rescue boat can take the astronaut from the capsule back to land.

ACTIVITY TWO
ASTRONAUT RESCUE EXPLORATION

An astronaut is returning to Earth after a
very important space mission, and they will
need a landing capsule that can float in the
ocean until a rescue crew arrives. Your
mission is to save the astronaut by designing
a landing capsule out of household items.

For this activity, you will need a bowl or sink full
of water, small household objects (bottle cap,
crayon, foam, foil, popsicle sticks, string, rubber
band, etc.), and the VEX astronaut figurine.

Reminder: Do not add stickers to your
astronaut figurine before the rescue
activity as it will get wet and could loosen
the stickers. Get permission from an adult
before using any household objects.
INITIAL TEST

Can your astronaut swim in its
space suit? Place your astronaut
in the water to find out! Does the
astronaut sink or float? Next, test
the household items that an adult
gave you permission to use. Place
each one into the water. Does it
sink or float? If it does float, begin
thinking if it can be used for the
landing capsule.
IDEATION

After you have tested some of the
household objects, begin brainstorming
what you think your landing capsule
should look like. Draw a picture of
your idea to the right.
With the help of an adult, build your
landing capsule and test it to see if
it floats! If it does not float, make
adjustments and try again!
Did You Know? The Mars Rover Opportunity explored the planet Mars for
15 years, and traveled a distance of over 45 kilometers in its lifespan.

Place your astronaut on your brand
new landing capsule and complete
your mission!
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Explore the world of VEX Robotics
Construction Kits by HEXBUG
with these additional builds and
activities. Each build comes
with individual instructions.
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